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Opening Canning Exhibits 


Plans are complete for the Salute 
ceremonies September 2 which will 
formally open the canning industry 
exhibits at the Agriculture and Com- 
merce Departments as a feature of 
the ‘‘September is Canned Foods 
Month” observance. 

The Salute ceremonies will be fol- 
lowed by a buffet luncheon at the 
N.C.A. for press-radio-TV representa- 
tives and selected personnel of the 
two government departments involved 
in the event. A total of 75 is ex- 
pected. 

Jack R. Grey, Pennsylvania Can- 
ners Association, president of the As- 
sociation of Canners State and Re- 
gional Secretaries, will act as host 
for the press luncheon, assisted by 
M. A. Clevenger, Canners League of 
California; Warren Spangle, Indiana 
Canners Association; and John W. 
Rue, Tri-State Packers’ Association. 


PROGRAM FOR THE SALUTES 
10:30 a.m. Ceremonies at The Patio, 
USDA Administration Building 
Introductions—Roy W. Lennartson, 
Deputy Administrator for Market- 
ing Services, — Market- 
ing Service, US 

Salute to the Canning Industry—The 
Honorable Ezra Taft Benson, Sec- 
retary of Agriculture 

Salute to USDA—Edward E. Burns, 
1958 President of N.C.A. 

11:15 a.m. Ceremonies in The Lobby, 
U. S. Department of Commerce 

Introductions—William C. Truppner, 

put Administrator, Business 

an efense Services Administra- 
tion, Commerce Department 

Salute to the Canning Industry—The 
Honorable Walter Williams, Under 
Secretary of Commerce 

Salute to the Commerce Department— 


Edward E. Burns, 1958 President 
of N. C. A. 
Salute to the Canning Industry 


Lewis M. Parsons, Vice President, 
United States Steel Corp. 

Salute to the Canning Industry—John 
C. Swift, 1958 President, Canning 
Machinery and Supplies Association 

12:15 p.m. Buffet Luncheon for 
Press-Radio-TV and Government 
Guests, at the Consumer Service 
Division, N.C.A. Headquarters 


Use of Food Additives, Requiring Pretesting by FDA 


Legislation to require the pretesting of food additives and giving ad- 
ditional legal assurance to the consuming public that the new foods it 
eats are safe as well as wholesome was passed by Congress in the last 
hours before adjournment. The bill is an amendment to the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act and will become law when signed by the 


President. 


The legislation culminates about six years of study during which scientific 
testimony by members of the N.C.A. research staff was presented and policy 
and legal views of the industry were developed by Association Counsel at 
Congressional hearings. To further assist in the development of satisfactory 
legislation, the Association prepared and had introduced a bill containing its 
recommendations. Compromises were made by all those having decided points 


of view, with the resulting measure 
winning the full support of the food 
industries, the chemical industry, con- 
sumer representatives, and the Food 
and Drug Administration. The can- 
ning industry can be proud that in 
the Senate Committee report, the Na- 
tional Canners Association leads the 
list of food industry groups support- 
ing the legislation. 

The new law will require the pre- 
testing of food additives that are not 


In addition to the Salute cere- 
monies, N. C. A. is making special ob- 
servance of the September Month pro- 
motion through various radio and TV 
programs in the Washington area. 
President Edward E. Burns, who will 
acknowledge the Agriculture and 
Commerce salutes on behalf of the 
canning industry, will appear on 
WTOP (CBS) radio and television 
programs Tuesday morning with 
Mark Evans, and will make a record- 
ing of a radio interview Wednesday 
morning to go out to 33 clear chan- 
nel stations across the country. Ex- 
ecutive Secretary Carlos Campbell 
will appear in a telecast interview 
on Station WRC-TV (NBC) with 
Anne O' Toole, of the Holley Wright 
program, Wednesday morning. 

Contributions to the costs of the 
Salutes and Exhibits are being made 
by USDA, Department of Commerce, 
Canning Machinery and Supplies 
Association, Association of Canners 
State and Regional Secretaries, Ma- 
layan Tin Bureau, Canners League 
of California, and N. C. A. 


generally recognized as having been 
adequately shown to be safe under 
the conditions of intended use. The 
definition of food additive includes 
sources of radiation (radioactive iso- 
topes, particle accelerators and X-ray 
machines) intended for use in proc- 
essing food. 


New food additives will be per- 
mitted to be used only under regula- 
tions prescribing the conditions of use. 
These regulations will be issued by 
the Secretary of Health, Education, 
and Welfare pursuant to a petition 
filed by the manufacturer, the in- 
tended user, or on the initiative of 
the Secretary. 


The basic and fundamental consid- 
eration of the Secretary in issuing 
or denying a regulation for the use of 
an additive will be its safety. 


The Senate Committee on Labor 
and Public Welfare commented on the 
concept of safety in reporting the 
measure to the Senate as follows: 


“The concept of safety used in this 
legislation involves the question of 
whether a substance is hazardous to 

health of man or animal. Safety 
requires proof of a reasonable cer- 
tainty that no harm will result from 
the p use of an additive. It 
does no d cannot—require proof 
beyond any possible doubt that no 
harm will result under any conceiv- 
able circumstances. . . . 


“The 3 adopts this concept 
of safet ty by uiring the Secretary 
to consider in addition to information 
with regard to the specific additive in 
question, among others, the following 
relevant factors: (1) the probable 


~ 
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consum of the additive and of 
any substance formed in or on food 
because of the use of such additive; 
2) the cumulative effect of such ad- 
itive in the diet of man or animals, 
taki into account any chemically 
or pharmacologically related sub- 
stances in such diet; and (3) safety 
factors which qualified experts con- 
sider appropriate for the use of ani- 
mal experimentation data.” 

An analysis of the legislation will 
be printed in the INFORMATION LETTER 
in the near future. 


FTC Jurisdiction Broadened 
by Change in Stockyards Act 


Jurisdiction of the Federal Trade 
Commission over trade practices in- 
volving retail food stores will be 
broadened under terms of a bill, H. R. 
9020, on which Congress completed 
action. 

The bill amends the Packers and 
Stockyards Act and the Federal Trade 
Commission Act in a manner intended 
to establish clearly the areas of juris- 
diction of the FTC and the USDA 
with respect to meat packers and meat 
packing operations. 

The USDA will have jurisdiction 
under the Packers and Stockyards 
Act to regulate activities “with re- 
spect to livestock, meats, meat food 
products, livestock products in manu- 
factured form, poultry, or poultry 
products” at all levels of marketing 
through wholesale. USDA will con- 
tinue to regulate the meat packing 
operations of food chains. 

The FTC will have jurisdiction 
over trade practices involving retail- 
ing activities. To this end, the legis- 
lation defines FTC jurisdiction over 
retailing of meats, with a view to 
closing the loophole whereby food 
chains have been able to assert im- 
munity from FTC actions by reason 
of their meat packing operations. 

The FTC is given additional au- 
thority, under a “hot pursuit” pro- 
vision, for purposes of perfecting its 
jurisdiction at the retail level, to pur- 
sue its investigation against meat 
packers back to the wholesale level, 
provided the USDA has not already 
instituted an investigation involving 
the same practices, Conversely, the 
USDA is authorized to proceed down 
to the retail level if necessary to per- 
fect its jurisdiction over wholesale 
transactions. Both the FTC and 
USDA must inform each other of 
such actions. 


USDA is required by the new legis- 
lation to maintain an enforcement 
unit for administering its authority 
over meat packer trade practices. 


Status of Legislation 


The House adjourned sine die Au- 
gust 23 and the Senate adjourned 
sine die August 24. With adjourn- 
ment, all bills which failed of enact- 
ment are dead, and legislation must 
be introduced anew in the next Con- 
2 Following is the status of 
— * .— as of adjournment of the 

th Congress: 

Agricultural trade development— 
S. 3420, raising Title I authorizations 
from $4 to $6.25 billion and extending 
year and a 1. 

. 80, „ Was passed 
House and Senate Aug. 22 and 42 
for the President. 


CCC equity ts—S. 4071, the 
general farm bill. including the pro- 
vision authorizing CCC to acquire 
title to unredeemed collateral without 
obligation to make equity payments, 
was cleared for the rresider.. Aug. 18. 
Count Life Commission—H. R. 
13504 (Hays of Ark.), to provide for 
the creation of a 25-member Country 
Life Commission to make broad rec- 
ommendations on the total develop- 
ment of country life, was approved 
a subcommittee of the House Agricul- 
ture Committee July 22. 
Farmworkers housing—H. R. 9057, 
to provide for five-year amortization 
of housing facilities for farmworkers 
was reported by House Ways an 
Means Committee Aug. 21, 1957. 
FDA food additives—H. R. 18254 
(Williams of Miss.) was passed by 
the House Aug. 13, by the Senate, 
with amendments, Aug. 22, and again 
by the House, concurring in Senate 
amendments, Aug. 23, clearing the 
= * the President (see story, page 


Fisheries assistance—S. 3229, to 
provide a five-year program of as- 
sistance to depressed segments of the 
fishing industry, was reported by the 
Senate Commerce Committee Aug. 12. 

Fisheries loan fund—S. 3295, to in- 
crease the loan fund authorization 
from $10 million to $20 million, was 
5 by the Senate May 29 and by 
he House Aug. 22 and cleared for 
the President. 

Hawaii statehood—H. R. 49, Ha- 
waii statehood, was reported with 
amendment by House Interior Com- 
mittee Aug. 6. 


Marketing crdera—H. R. 8867 (Sisk 
of Calif.) is designed to authorize the 
Secretary of Agriculture to continue 
marketing orders in effect even after 
2 is reached. No action sched- 


Marketing orders, cranberries—S. 
1680 (10 Senators from 5 cranberry 
producing states) and other bills to 
amend the Agricultural Marketing 
Agreement Act so as to authorize 
marketing orders for cranberries for 
canning, were the subject of hearings 


by a Senate culture Subcommit- 
tee April 20, 1957. N.C.A. opposes. 


Mexican farm labor—H. R. 10360 
(Gathings of Ark.), to extend for two 
years, to June 30, 1961, the authority 
under P. L. 78, 82d Congress, to im- 
port Mexican nationals for employ- 
ment in agriculture, was signed by 
_ Aug. 27 and is P.L. 


Packers and Stockyards Act—H. R. 
9020, establishing the areas of juris- 
diction of the FTC and the USDA 
with — — to meat packers and 
meat packing operations, was passed 
by the House Aug. 12 and by the Sen- 
ate Aug. 22 and cleared for the Presi- 
dent (see story, this page) S. 1356, 
providing for concurrent jurisdiction 
with respect to meat products pre- 
pared in form for distribution, was 
passed by the Senate May 15 but was 
not acted on by the House. 


Potato marketing and labeling—A 
number of bills to prohibit the sale of 
toes of a lower grade than U. 8. 

o. 2, under certain conditions, were 
the subject of hearings by the House 
Agriculture Committee and by the 
Senate Agriculture Committee in 1957. 
N.C.A. opposes application to canning. 


fromenger notification——-H. R. 7698 
(Celler of N. v.), to require 60 days 
notice prior to merger of corporations 
having total book value of more than 
bay million, was reported by House 

udiciary Committee May 28, 1957. 
Similar legislation, with amendments, 
was approved by the Senate Antitrust 
Monopoly Subcommittee June 26 and 
is pending before the Senate Judiciary 
Committee. 


Puerto Rico minimum wage—H. R. 
12967, to authorize biennial reviews 
of wage rates in Puerto Rico which 
are below the statutory minimum, 
rather than annual reviews, was 
signed by the President Aug. 25 and 
is P. L. 85-750. 


Raw product bargaining—H. R. 
6799 (Bow of Ohio) and H. R. 7807 
(Bentley of Mich.), to authorize co- 
operative associations of producers to 
bargain with purchasers singly or in 
groups, are pending fore House 
Judiciary Committee. S. 2444 (Aiken 
of "oa was passed by the Senate July 
15, with an amendment limiting its 
application to milk, and has been re- 
— — to the House Judiciary Com- 
mittee. 


Robinson-Patman Act—S. 11 (Ke- 
fauver of Tenn.) and H. R. 11 (Pat- 
man of Tex.), to restrict the good 
faith defense against a charge of price 
discrimination, was approved without 
recommendation, by Senate Antitrust 
Subcommittee June 21, 1957, and a 
substitute measure, which would ap- 
ply only to foods, drugs and cos- 
metics, was reported by the Senate 
Judiciary Committee July 28. 


Salmon predators—S. 2719, to au- 
thorize research aimed at elimination 
of the dogfish shark in the Pacific, 
was passed by the Senate July 31, by 
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the House, with amendments, Aug. 22, 
and again by the Senate, concurring 
in House amendments, Aug. 23, 

ing the bill for the President. 


Small business tax revision—The 
conference report on H. R. 8381, in- 
cluding the Small Business Tax Re- 
vision Act of 1958, was adopted by 
the House and Senate Aug. 15 and 
cleared for the President. 


Social security—-H. R. 13549, with 
amendments adopted by the Senate 
Aug. 16, was passed by the House 
Aug. 19 and cleared for the President, 

Wage-Hour-—S. 1853 (Kennedy of 
Mass.), which includes proposal to 
eliminate overtime fishery exemption, 
was approved, without recommenda- 
tion, by Senate Labor Subcommittee 
May 7, 1957 

Waste disposal—H. R. 1082 (Byrnes 
of Wis.), H. R. 2463 — of 
Calif.), and H. R. 4184 (Simpson of 
Pa.), to allow rapid amortization of 
waste dis 1 facilities and treat- 
ment works, have been introduced. 
N. C. A. * the proposal, Which 
is before House Ways and Means 
Committee. 


Welfare and pension plans— The 
conference report on S. 2888, requir- 
ing registration and disclosure on em- 
ployee welfare and pension plans, was 
adopted by the Senate Aug. 16 and 
by the House Aug. 20 and cleared for 
the President. 


Canned Foods for School Lunch 


USDA announced this week that it 
contemplates buying canned apple- 
sauce, canned sliced apples, and 
canned tomato paste processed from 
1958 crops for use in the National 
School Lunch Program. 

Apple products—Offers may be sub- 
mitted on canned applesauce meeting 
the requirements of U. S. Grade A 
and packed in No. 10 cans, and on 
canned sliced apples meeting special 
requirements of U. S. Grade C and 
packed in No. 10 cans. 

Offers must be received by the Di- 
rector, Fruit and Vegetable Division, 
Agricultural Marketing Service, U. S. 
Department of Agriculture, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C., by September 30 for 
acceptance by October 3. Further de- 
tails regarding this purchase (FV- 
263) may be obtained from Norman 
F. Horsey of the USDA (Republic 
7-4142, extension 2037). 

Delivery will be required during 
the period October 20 through No- 
vember 22. 

Tomato paste—Offers may be sub- 
mitted on canned tomato paste meet- 
ing the requirements of U. S. Grade 
A and packed in No. 10 cans, 

Offers must be received by the Di- 
rector, Fruit and Vegetable Division, 


Agricultural Marketing Service, U. S. 
Department of Agriculture, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C., by September 12 for ac- 
ceptance by September 19. Further 
details regarding this purchase may 
be obtained from Claude S. Morris of 
the USDA (REpublic 7-4142, exten- 
sion 2781). 


Delivery will be required during the 
period October 6 through November 
10. 


Green beans—USDA has purchased 
182,043 cases of No. 10 cans and 8,000 
cases of No. 303 cans of U. S. Grade 
A canned green beans with funds ap- 
propriated under the National School 
Lunch Act. Purchases were made in 
Arkansas, Delaware, Georgia, Mary- 
land, New York, Oregon, Pennsyl- 
vania, Tennessee, and Wisconsin. The 
average price of No. 10’s after dis- 
counts was $3.75. 


The purchases are the result of 
offers received in response to USDA's 
announcement of August 14 and are 
in addition to the 229,522 cases of 
No. 10’s purchased on that date. 


Corn—USDA has purchased 239,550 
cases of No. 10 cans and 10,000 cases 
No. 303 cans of U. S. Grade A canned 
corn with funds appropriated under 
the National School Lunch Act. Pur- 
chases were made in Idaho, Maryland, 
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin and 
Wyoming. The average price of No. 
10˙ after discounts was $3.85 and 
the average for No. 3038’s was $2.45. 


MSSA Requirements for 
Canned Peaches, Figs 


Tentative requirements for canned 
figs and additional requirements for 
canned peaches from the 1958 pack to 
meet the needs of the armed forces 
were announced this week by the Mili- 
tary Subsistence Supply Agency, 225 
W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago 6, III. 
Procurement will be made by the Oak- 
land Military Subsistence Market 
Center, 2155 Webster St., Alameda, 
Calif. 


Item Grade Type 


Peaches............A (Fancy) or 


B (Chaice) clingstone or 
freestone 
Poaches,...........A (Paney) or Sliced or 
B (Choice) quartered, 
yellow cling 
or freestone 
Figs..... A (Paney) or I Kadota 
B (Choice) Fed, Z-F-351b 


Halved, yellow 


Industry Groups Study Drafts 
of Proposed Food Standards 


Seven types of canned fruits and 
fruit products would be covered by 
proposed definitions and standards 
of identity now in various stages of 
preparation. The N. C. A. Research 
Laboratory staff and N. C. A. Counsel 
have been working with local canners 
groups in drafting and revising these 
proposals for submittal to the FDA. 

Interest in standardizing some of 
these products has been stimulated by 
the FDA order requiring that all in- 
gredients be listed on the labels of 
unstandardized products. 

For fruit nectars and fruit juice 
drinks, industry committees have been 
appointed and will hold their first 
meetings at N. C. A. headquarters Sep- 
tember 15. In the meantime prelimi- 
nary drafts of proposed standards of 
identity have been distributed to all 
packers, who have been asked to give 
the respective committees their views 
and comments. 

Preliminary drafts of standards for 
fruits for salad and for canned dried 
prunes also have been distributed to 
the industry for comment. 

Drafts of standards for canned 
plums, berries, and grapes have not 
yet been distributed to packers for 
their comments, but are believed to 
be nearly ready for this step. 


1958 Acreage of Sweet Corn 


REVISED REPORT 


The planted acreage of sweet corn 
for canning in 1958 totals 332,223 
acres, according to a revised report 
by the N. C. A. Division of Statistics. 
This revised total compares with 340,- 
223 acres in the original report. The 
revision is made necessary by correc- 
tion of the total acreage in Indiana, 
where golden and white varieties 
amount to 17,016 acres instead of 
25,016 acres as reported previously 
(see INFORMATION LETTER of July 22, 
page 231). 


Can Size Quantity Quantity 
(pounds) (cases) 
1.009.000 24,575 


287 000 6.110 
204.000 5, 867 
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Legislative work, annual Conven- 
tion preparations, and the initiation 
and development of canning industry 
exhibits in the Agriculture and Com- 
merce Departments have highlighted 
the activities carried on by the legis- 
lative-government relations and Con- 
vention department in the Executive 
Secretary's office during the past 
three months. 

In addition, attention was given to 
industry problems with the govern- 
ment in the procurement of canned 
foods and in the handling of farm 
labor. Keeping alert to foreign trade 
matters, the staff continues to coop- 
erate and consult with government 
agencies. 


LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY 


The legislative work, in part, was 
summarized each week in the “Status 
of Legislation” column of the INFor- 
MATION LeTTerR. Also special articles 
were carried in the Lerrer when sug- 

ted by newsworthy events. Thus 
arm labor, transportation, Small 
Business Administration, small busi- 
ness taxes, Robinson-Patman, federal 
reemption, collective bargaining, 
FDA appropriations, social security 
taxes, food additives, trade agree- 
ments, and equity payments were the 
subjects of one or more feature arti- 
cles. Most of these special reports of 
Congressional action were prepa 
by the INFORMATION LETTER staff. 

Ten Legislative Bulletins to the 
members of the Legislative Commit- 
tee, state association executives, and 
a number of other interested industry 
members were prepared and sent out 
to keep the slative Committee 
especially informed regarding the 
work of Congress on proposals in 
which the industry has a particular 
interest. These mailings were sup- 
plemented by two special memoranda 
dealing with migratory farm labor 
matters. Canning industry legisla- 
tion also was reviewed in an address 
at the annual spring meeting of the 
Michigan Canners Association. 


CONVENTION 


Preparations for the annual Con- 
vention next February already have 
begun to take considerable time of the 
entire Association staff. The coordi- 
nation of this work is a prime func- 
tion of the Executive Secretary's of- 
fice. A meeting of the Convention 
Program Committee was held in Chi- 
cago and a broad policy of program 
content and arrangement was adopted 
to encourage maximum attendance 
from the industry’s customers. A 
Convention slogan, “Nature’s Best 
is Better Canned,” has been adopted 
and plans to publicize the slogan are 
under way. 


REPORTS ON ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES 
Office of the Executive Secretary-Treasurer 


Members have been sent forms on 
which they may uest the number 
and type of rooms they desire for the 
Convention, and these forms should be 
returned to the N.C.A. by September 
15. The Association also has invited 
some 120 buyers to attend the Can- 
ners Convention and to obtain their 
hotel accommodations through the 


CANNING INDUSTRY EXHIBITS 


One of the major contributions of 
the Association to the “September is 
Canned Foods Month” promotion is 
the canning industry exhibits in the 
Patio of the Administration —— 
of the Department of Agriculture an 
the main lobby of the artment ot 
Commerce. ese exhibits, although 
sponsored solely by the two govern- 
ment departments, are joint industry- 
government activities with industry 
participation having been organized 
and directed by the Executive Secre- 
tary’s office. 


FOREIGN TRADE 


A Latin American Food Code, in- 
tended for adoption by the Latin 
American Republics, is being drafted 
by a group of Latin American food 
technologists, and copies of various 
chapters of the draft code are being 
received by the N.C.A. through the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce of the 

S. Department of Commerce. At 
the invitation of that agency, the 
N. C. A. is reviewing portions of the 
draft code which are applicable to 
canned foods, and has already sub- 
mitted comments for consideration by 


Parade Magazine 

“Three treats for guests who drop 
in,” a photo-food article featuring 
canned foods, is appearing in the Aug- 
ust 31 issue of Parade, the Sunday 
picture magazine. Parade goes out 
as the magazine section with 59 lead- 
ing metropolitan newspapers with a 
combined circulation of over seven 
million. 


Beth Merriman, food editor, begins 
the article, “Today’s housewife doesn’t 
need to stock her shelves for the 
stormy weather, as grandma used to 
do, but she’s wise when she stocks 
them for unexpected guests. With all 
the good things available in cans these 
days, you can lay away stores that 
will permit you to entertain with 
little fuss and a lot of flair any time.” 

The three recipes provide for a 
quick gourmet lunch starring Tele- 
graph Hill Chowder; a coffee treat, 
Peach Coffee Loaf; and a Quick Pink 
Rarebit from your stores on hand, for 
a tasty Sunday snack. Canned foods 
used in the recipes include condensed 
green pea soup, mushroom buttons, 
crab meat, cling peach slices, con- 
densed tomato soup, and ripe olives. 

The article is illustrated with three 
attractive black and white photo- 
graphs. 


an inter-departmental group; chap- 
ters of the draft code dealing with 
fruits and vegetables have not yet 
been received. The draft code is 
scheduled for discussion at a Latin 
American Congress on Chemistry in 
Mexico City in 1959. 


TABLE OF 


PAGE 
Association Activities 


Reports on Association activities: 
ce of the Executive Secre- 
tary-Treasurer .............. 264 
Canned Foods Month 


Program of formal ceremonies 
opening canning exhibits...... 261 


Congress 


Congress completes action on food 
additives bill 


FTC jurisdiction broadened by 
change in Stockyards Act 262 


Status of legislation 262 


CONTENTS 


PAGE 
Procurement 


Canned foods for school lunch . 263 


MSSA requirements for canned 
peaches, figs 


Publicity 

Parade magazine 264 
Standards 

Statistics 


1958 acreage of sweet corn..... 263 


| 
N. C. X. 
ͤ 
| 
a 
4 
q 
4 
q 
— Ug 
263 
261 


